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In the name of Allah, most gracious, most merciful

His Excellency, Patron of the Conference, Professor Nasir Mahmoud,
President of Al- Allama Igbal Open University

His Excellency, Supervisor of the Conference, Professor Dean of the
Faculty of Arabic and Islamic Studies,

Dear distinguished Professors Deans of Faculties, Heads of Departments
and Professors of the University

Dear Professors and Drs. Participants in this blessed scholarly occasion
Esteemed guests, visitors and attendees

Ladies and Gentlemen

A salaam Alaykum

First of all, allow me , on behalf of my colleagues the participants in this
conference, to express our deep admiration and sincere gratitude to Al-
Allama Igbal Open University, the Faculty of Arabic Language and Islamic
Studies and the Department of Arabic, for holding and supporting the third
international conference under the title “Modern Trends in the Arab Novel
in the Second Half of the Twentieth Century,” represented respectively by,
His Excellency the President of the University, the Dean of the Faculty, the
Head of the Department, and our fellow colleagues in the Department of
Arabic, the organizers of the conference, for their time and efforts. Special
thanks go to the participating researchers for their long travels and
preparations so as to make tangible contribution to this conference. Their
research works truly cover the various trends of the Arab and non-Arab
novel pertinent to Arab reality, history and future. We are indeed so
delighted to be here today among our fellow academics, researchers, critics
and specialists attending this international literary-cultural occasion.
Al-Allama Igbal Open University has opted for holding an international
conference periodically, attended by senior researchers, critics and writers
from Pakistan, Arab, Islamic and neighboring countries, to consider various
issues of Arabic literature and discuss different aspects of the novel by
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describing, analyzing, justifying and interpreting them, in order to come up
with fruitful research outcomes at the end.

This conference is a continuation of the approach that began at the
University in November 2019 so as to address issues or trends in specific
field of study. We still wholeheartedly remember its first conference that
dealt with “Comparative Arabic Literature.” The third international
conference is also devoted to traversing a new area that comprises different
aspects of novel criticism, theory, art, language, society, history, politics,
and religion within the contexts of modern interactions, perceptions and
tendencies. This conference seeks to highlight literary research efforts,
theoretically and practically, carried out in Pakistan, the Arab and the
world academic institutions, in their relationship to critical movements and
theories in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. Surely, this conference
meets the needs and expectations of researchers, academics, critics,
graduate students, and those interested in Pakistan and other countries
through its diverse themes.

Beginning its life as the sensational entertainment in the eighteenth century,
the novel has become the major literary form nowadays. Drawing on a
wide range of examples of famous novels from the Arab and the world
over, our conference explores the essential aspects of the novel and its
history: where novels came from and why we read them; how we think
about their styles and techniques, their characters, plots, places, times and
politics.

Many of the eighteenth-century critics who observed the appearance of
this new literary species would have been astounded to learn that the
frivolous, fashionable “novel” so beloved of sentimental females would
eventually be considered deserving of a much scholarly investigation. And
not even the novelists themselves could have imagined that they were
contributing to what would ultimately become the major literary form of
modern times, both inside and outside the university. This gathering today
is expected to tell another different story of that extraordinary
development, before going on to describe in more detail the particular
formal characteristics and qualities we associate with the novel.

The novel has really become a distinctive genre in literary production
starting from the second half of the twentieth century, and it remains so
until today, not only in Arabic literature but also in world literature. The
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truth is that the novel is widely considered the most important modern
literary art, as it is a restructuring of typical experiences in social life in its
various forms by relying on human events, real or imagined, represented
by characters interacting with the events and the kind of life in which they
live, leading to a social, political, moral, and philosophical consequences.
The high position attained in Arabic literature in the modern era, as a
literary genre, in a short period of time, the novel was able to reach the
pinnacle and even compete with the art of poetry and drama. The Arab
novel appeared at the beginning of the 20" century after a period of
contact among Arab, Westernand Eastern cultures, a translation movement
into Arabic, and endeavors at experimentation and imitation of
international novelistic trends. The mature Arab writing in fiction,
appeared as a natural response to social, political, and cultural happenings;
most of these happenings stemmed from or were impacted by the
prevailing official cultural practices. Hence, the need of Arab novelists to
narrate their contemporary experiences, problems and sufferings came out
legitimately. These writers did not stop at creative or imaginative literature
by only representing events of their own days but also in commenting on
their history and foreseeing their future. Hence, they began to address
contemporary social reality through the ideas that they put forward in their
literary works, and to stimulate their readers in their countries and abroad
to stand up to those who take away their rights, oppress them, as well as
stand up to creativity and thinking. Thus, works of fiction now carry within
them real human experiences, concerns and aspirations that need to be
thoroughly investigated.
Many of the novels and novelists discussed in this conference have been
and will be subject of discussions and changes — lost to one generation of
critics, found by another, lost and found again. It is because significant
novels continue to be written and significant novelists rewritten that any
scholarly gathering to talk about the novel is alwaysa work in progress.
Accordingly, this conference came to be a good exercise to contribute to
shedding more light on the nature of this modern novel, its variations,
transformations, and developments. We thus have great confidence in the
results of the participations in this field, we wish you all great success and
all the best.

May Allah bless you all
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